
It's About Relationship

Opening Discussion
Which person in the picture best describes your relationship with God right now and why?

Key Truth
The highest priority in the Kingdom is relationship and the highest virtue is love.

Scripture
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart…” and “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” — Matthew 22:37–39

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” — 1
Corinthians 13:13

“Above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” — Colossians
3:14

Relationship is the Heart of the Kingdom
The Kingdom is not primarily about rules, performance, or religious activity; it is about being
reconciled to God and living in loving relationship with Him and others.

“Now this is eternal life: that they know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have
sent.” — John 17:3

Eternal life isn’t just living forever—it’s living in a loving relationship with and knowing God.

In the Kingdom of God, relationship comes before responsibility. God wants sons and daughters
before servants, and everything He asks us to do flows out of knowing and loving Him.

Relationship preceded activity. Service is important, but intimacy with God is the source from which
fruitful service flows.

God Pursues Us First
We have to have an encounter with the love of God. God initiates and pursues relationship with us
first.

John 3:16
Romans 5:8
1 John 3:1

Barriers to Relationship with God
1. Sin – Sin separates us from intimacy with God because it damages fellowship and hardens our
hearts. (Isaiah 59:2)



2. Unforgiveness – Unforgiveness can harden the heart and hinder intimacy with God. Matthew
18:23–35 teaches that unforgiveness can imprison us spiritually.

3. Pride – Pride says, 'I can do this on my own.' Relationship requires dependence, humility, and
surrender. (James 4:6)

4. Busyness, Distraction, and Lack of Priority – Martha was busy serving while Mary sat at Jesus’
feet. Mary chose what was better. (Luke 10:38–42)

5. Fear and Shame – Fear can keep us from drawing near to God. Perfect love drives out fear. (1
John 4:18)

How Do We Have a Relationship with God?
1. Receive God’s Invitation
The foundation of a relationship with God is not what we do for Him—it’s what He has done for us
through Jesus. (Romans 5:8; John 1:12)

2. Spend Time With Him
Relationships grow through time together. We spend time with God through prayer, reading
Scripture, worship, listening to the Holy Spirit, and quiet reflection.

3. Walk in Obedience
Obedience is not what earns the relationship; it is a response to the relationship. “If you love Me,
keep My commands.” — John 14:15


